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neck and hanging over one shoulder ; an arrangement
that Mahornmed was said to have learned from the
angels.

Everybody was really equal under the Khalif, but he
was assisted in state matters by a dyoudn, or divan,
and the provinces and cities were under walis, or
governors, whose rule was as absolute as their master's.
The laws were equitable, and were carried out by the
kadi, or judge, in each place, and apparently very
fairly, since no one could transgress the law with im-
punity but the Khalif; and for more than a century there
was an extraordinarily able and merciful family on the
throne. The prime minister was called the al hajib.

The Khalif was chief imaum, or interpreter, and
thus commenced all religious rites. The place of wor-
ship was called, in Arabic, mesgad, in Spanish, mes-
quita \ whence our word mosque. Though often beauti-
ful in form, richly paved and inlaid, they were bare
within of everything save a pulpit for the preacher;
and there was always an empty niche to show the direc-
tion to Mekka.

Abd-el-Rhaman was a great builder. He went
through his dominions repairing the ravages of war
and neglect: Roman roads and Gothic fortresses were
put into order again, mosques and palaces built; and
new towns arose at a little distance from the old ones,
which were left to the Jews and Mosarabic Christians.
These paid a fixed tribute, but were allowed to be
governed by their own laws, and suffered no persecu-
tion.

The taste for beautiful gardens, which had always
prevailed in Syria and on the Mediterranean, was
strong in Abd-el-Rhaman, and the grounds around the